Comparative Application and Visa
Timeline for International Students from

India

Higher Education in USA, UK, Canada, UAE, Germany, and
France

Executive Summary

This comprehensive guide outlines the complete timeline for Indian students applying to
universities in six major study destinations: USA, UK, Canada, UAE, Germany, and
France. The timeline covers every stage from initial application through post-visa
preparation, with durations specified in calendar days and business days where applicable.

Important Note: All timelines are estimates based on 2025 data. Actual processing times
may vary based on application completeness, security checks, embassy workload, and

peak/off-peak seasons.

1. UNITED STATES (F-1 Student Visa)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 5-7 months total)



Sta
ge

Ste

11

Activity

Research
universities &
shortlist

Complete
applications
(Common
App/Coalition App)

Application
submission &
review

Receive admission
decisions

Select university &
accept offer

Receive I-20 form
from university

Complete SEVIS
registration &
payment

Complete DS-160
online form

Pay visa fee

Schedule visa
interview

Attend visa
interview

Durati
on
(Days)

15-30

7-14

30-60

60-90

7-14

7-14

1-2

1-3

21-56

Cumul
ative
Days

15-30

22-44

52-104

112-194

119-208

126-222

129-227

130-229

131-232

152-288

153-289

Notes

Apply to 5-8
universities

Essays, test scores
(SAT/GRE),
transcripts

Most universities
review by March-
April

Decision
notifications
(March-April)

Registration
deposit, accept seat

Document sent
electronically

Fee: ~$350 USD
(~¥29,000)

Visa application
form

Fee: $185 USD
(~3¥15,400) via
CBISL India

Appointment wait
time: 8-13 weeks
from date posted

At US
Embassy/Consulate
in India



Durati Cumul

St: Activity on ative Notes

& (Days) Days

Ste Receive visa Decision usually

p . 0-7 153-296  same day; delivery
decision .

12 varies

Ste . . :
Receive passport Courier delivery to

p . 3-5 156-301 .

13 with visa provided address

Ste  Arrange Book housing

p accommodation & 14-21 170-322  before program

14 flights start

Ste Arrange health Often mandator

p  orrans 7-10 177-332 arory

15 insurance through university

Ste Pre-arrival
P orientation & final 7-14 184-346
16 documentation

University
orientation sessions

Peak Season Considerations:

Peak application submission: October-January

Peak visa interview slots: April-July

Busiest period: June-August

Recommendation: Apply by January for fall admission

2. UNITED KINGDOM (Student Visa - Tier 4/Student Route)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 4-6 months total)



St

Ste
P9

Ste

10

Activity

Research &
university
selection

Complete
university
applications

University
application
review

Receive
Conditional Offer
Letter

Attend interview
(if required)

Receive
Unconditional
Offer (CAS)

Submit financial
documents

Receive
Confirmation of
Acceptance
(CAS)

Complete online
visa application
(UKimmigration)

Pay visa fees &
healthcare
surcharge

Durat
ion
(Days

14-30

7-21

21-42

14-28

0-21

7-14

7-14

7-14

2-3

1-2

Cumul
ative
Days

14-30

21-51

42-93

56-121

56-142

63-156

70-170

77-184

79-187

80-189

Notes

Shortlist universities &
programs

Through UCAS or
direct to university

Typically 2-6 weeks

If selected for

interview/shortlisted

Some universities do
interviews

After meeting all
conditions

Bank statements, proof
of funds

From university; valid
for 6 months

Fill form online

Visa: £719 (~371,900);
Healthcare surcharge:
£1,035/year
(~%103,500)



St
ag

Ste

11

Ste

12

Ste

13

Ste

14

Ste

15

Ste

16

Ste

17

Ste

p
18

Ste

p
19

Activity

Book VFS Global
biometric
appointment

Attend biometric
appointment
(VES)

Application sent
to UKVI

UKVI processing
(Standard
Service)

Visa decision
notification

Passport
collection from
VES

Arrange
accommodation

Arrange flights &
travel insurance

Pre-arrival
preparation &
documents

Peak Season Considerations:

Durat
ion
(Days

7-14

21-42

0-7

14-21

7-14

7-14

Cumul
ative
Days

87-203

88-204

88-204

109-
246

109-
253

112-
258

126-
279

133-
293

140-
307

Notes

Available in major
Indian cities

Fingerprints & photo
taken

Same day as biometric
appointment

3-6 weeks; peak season
can extend to 8 weeks

Email confirmation; e-
Visa issued

Physical visa attached
to passport

University halls or
private housing

Book 4-6 weeks before
start

Medical checks if
required, university
documents

e Peak application period: September-January (UCAS deadline January 15)

e Peakvisa applications: June-September
e Busiest VFS slots: July-August



e Recommendation: Apply by January for September intake; book visa appointment 8-
10 weeks before course start

Priority Service Option:

e Priority Visa: £500 extra (~%50,000); 5 working days processing
e Super Priority Visa: £800 extra (~%80,000); Next working day decision

3. CANADA (Study Permit)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 4-5 months total)



Activity

Research &
university
selection

Complete
university
applications

University
application
processing

Receive
admission letter

Prepare
financial
documents

Complete study
permit
application
(online)

Pay study
permit fees

Submit
application to
IRCC

Biometric
collection
request &
appointment

Attend
biometric
appointment

Durati

on

(Days)

14-30

7-21

14-42

7-21

7-14

2-3

1-2

7-14

Cumul

ative

Days

14-30

21-51

35-93

42-114

49-128

51-131

52-133

53-134

60-148

61-149

Notes

Shortlist Canadian
institutions

Direct to university
websites

Generally 2-6 weeks

Conditional or
unconditional
acceptance

GIC (Guaranteed
Investment
Certificate) or bank
statements

Via IRCC website

Fee: CAD 150
(~¥10,000)

Send through account
or mail

Must complete within
30 days of request

VFES or authorized
collection center



Sta .
A
ge ctivity

Ste  IRCC processing
P (Standard - from

11 India)

Ste Receive medical
p exam request (if
12 needed)

Ste  Complete
p medical
13 examination

Ste Receive study
11) 4 permit decision

Ste  Receive physical
p study permit (if
15 required)

IS)te Arrange

16 accommodation
St .

p € Book flights &

17 travel insurance
Ste  Arrange medical
p insurance (if

18 needed)

Ste  Pre-departure
p orientation &
19 documents

Peak Season Considerations:

Durati
on
(Days)

28

0-14

14-21

7-14

7-10

7-14

Cumul

ative

Days

89-177

89-191

92-198

92-205

95-210

109-231

116-245

123-255

130-269

e Peak application period: September-December
e Peak permit processing: May-August
e Processing time from India: Currently 4 weeks (improved from previous 5+ weeks)

Notes

Currently ~4 weeks
(as of Nov 2025)

Not always required

At approved medical
center

Email confirmation

By courier mail

University residence
or private housing

4-6 weeks before
program start

Some provinces
include in tuition

Final university
preparation



e Recommendation: Apply as soon as acceptance letter received; early applications
benefit from shorter processing

Important Note: Canada has recently accelerated processing times for Indian students. In-
Canada extensions still take ~12 weeks.

4. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (Student Visa)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 3-4 months total)



Sta
ge

Ste
P8

Ste

Ste

Activity

Research &
university
selection

Complete
university
applications

University
application
review

Receive
admission
letter

Document
attestation in
India

Police
clearance
certificate (if
needed)

Passport
validity check

Medical
examination
(health
screening)

University
initiates visa
process

Entry permit
issued (before

Durat
ion
(Days

14-21

7-14

7-14

7-14

14-30

7-14

3-7

3-5

2-3

7-10

Cumul
ative
Days

14-21

21-35

28-49

35-63

49-93

56-107

59-114

62-119

64-122

71-132

Notes

UAE universities list
(American University in
Dubai, UAEU, etc.)

Direct application or
through agents

Processing by university

Unconditional offer
required for visa

Degree, transcripts
attested by state board,
MEA New Delhi, UAE
Embassy

Applied for through local
police station

Must be valid for 6+
months

Can be done in India or
UAE

University submits to
General Directorate of
Residency

14-21 working days from
submission



Sta
ge

10

Ste

11

Ste

12

Ste

13

Ste

14

Ste

15

Ste

16

Ste

17

Ste

18

Ste

19

Activity

arrival)

Receive entry
permit via
email

Arrange
flights

Arrival in UAE

Medical
examination
(mandatory in
UAE)

Residence visa
stamping

Emirates ID
registration (if
applicable)

Accommodatio
n
arrangement

Enroll in
university
health
insurance

Orientation &
registration

Durat
ion
(Days

1-3

7-14

3-5

7-21

7-10

7-14

7-14

Cumul
ative
Days

72-135

79-149

80-150

83-155

90-176

97-186

104-
200

107-
207

114-
221

Notes

Print for airport arrival

Book with entry permit
in hand

Pass through
immigration

At approved medical
center; COVID tests if
required

After medical clearance;
7-21 days

May be required for
residence visa

University housing or

private rental

Mandatory coverage

University orientation
week



Timeline Variations:

e Express Application (inside UAE): 3-4 weeks total

e Normal Application (from India): 10-20 working days (entry permit only; full visa
after arrival adds 7-21 days)

e Peak season: August-September (before semester start)

e Recommendation: Apply 3-4 months before program start; complete attestation
early

Special Notes:

e UAE offers Golden Visa option for residence up to 10 years (separate process)
e Visa renewal required 30-45 days before expiration to avoid fines

5. GERMANY (National Visa for Study)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 4-6 months total)



Sta
ge

Activity

Research
German
universities

Complete
university
applications

University
application
review

Receive
admission letter
(Zulassung)

Arrange proof of
finances
(blocked
account)

Complete
language
proficiency test
(if needed)

Register with
Goethe-Institut
or test center

Prepare visa
documents

Book German
visa appointment
(VES)

Preliminary
document

Durat
ion
(Days

14-30

7-21

21-42

14-28

10-14

14-30

3-7

7-14

14-56

7-14

Cumul
ative
Days

14-30

21-51

42-93

56-121

66-135

80-165

83-172

90-186

104-
242

111-
256

Notes

Check program listings
(Hochschulkompass)

Direct to university
application portals

Processing time
varies; some programs
have deadlines

Unconditional
admission required

Deposit ~€10,332
(~¥8,65,000) in blocked
account or have
sponsor

TOEFL/IELTS or
DSH/TestDaF for
German programs

For German language
certificate (if German-
taught program)

Birth certificate,
marriage certificate,
health insurance, etc.

Waiting time: 2-8
weeks; book early

VES can review
documents before



Sta
ge

10

Ste

11

Ste

12

Ste

13

Ste

14

Ste

15

Ste

16

Ste

17

Ste

18

Ste

19

Activity

review (optional)

Attend visa
appointment
(VFS/German
Embassy)

Application sent

to German
Consulate

German
Consulate
document
review

Request for
additional
documents (if
needed)

Submit
additional
documents

Final consulate
processing

Visa decision

Passport

collection

Arrange

accommodation

in Germany

Durat
ion
(Days

7-21

3-7

3-7

7-21

0-7

3-5

14-21

Cumul
ative
Days

112-
257

112-
257

119-
278

122-
285

125-
292

132-
313

132-
320

135-
325

149-
346

Notes

appointment (~3¥956)

Biometrics taken;
documents submitted

Same day as
appointment

Initial scrutiny
checking; ~10 working
days typical

May request more
proof of funds, health
insurance, etc.

If requested

Remaining review;
may interview be
required

Approval notification

Physical visa in
passport via courier

University housing or
private apartment



Durat

. Cumul
Sta .. ion .
e Activity (Days ative Notes
g y Days
)
Ste :
Book flights & 714 156- 3-4 weeks before
Iz) 0 arrange travel 360 program start
Ste Health insurance 163- Germap statutory
P finalization 7-10 370 health insurance
21 (~€110-120/month)
Ste  Pre-arrival University materials,
. . 170-
p orientation & 7-14 384 bank account setup
22 documents preparation

Timeline Variations:

Standard Processing: 6-12 weeks from visa appointment

Expedited (if available): 4-6 weeks

Peak season: May-July (for September semester)

Recommendation: Start application process 5-6 months before intended semester
start

Critical Notes:

Appointment booking is the first bottleneck (2-8 weeks wait)

Document verification is thorough (10-21 working days)

Financial proofis strictly checked

Max 60 days total from appointment to final decision (in exceptional cases)

6. FRANCE (Long-Stay Student Visa - VLS-TS)

Complete Timeline (Typical Duration: 3-5 months total)



St
ag

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St
ep

St

ep
10

Activity

Research
French
universities

Complete
university
applications

University
selection/appli
cation review

Receive
admission
letter

Register with
Campus
France center

Attend Campus
France
interview

Obtain Campus
France
approval
(Dossier Vert)

Prepare
financial
documents

Complete
online visa
application

Pay visa fees

Dura

tion

(Day

S)

14-30

7-21

21-42

7-14

7-10

14-21

7-14

7-10

Cumu
lative
Days

14-30

21-51

42-93

49-107

56-117

70-138

77-152

84-162

86-165

87-167

Notes

Check Parcoursup or
university websites

Direct to universities or
Parcoursup platform

Parcoursup decisions:
typically by May

Unconditional acceptance
required

Essential for Indian
students; online
registration

In-person or virtual;
evaluates motivation &
finances

Approval after successful
interview

Bank statements, proof of
funds (€1,000-1,500/month
or sponsor letter)

Via France-Visas portal

Long-stay student visa: €99
(~¥9,200) + VFS fees



St
ag

St
ep
11
St
ep
12
St

ep
13

St

ep
14

St

ep
15

St
ep
16
St
ep
17
St
ep
18
St

ep
19

Activity

Book VFS
Global
appointment

Attend VFS
appointment

Application
sent to French
Consulate

French
Consulate
processing
(Standard)

Request for
additional
documents (if
needed)

Submit
additional
information

Final visa
decision

Visa sticker
placement in
passport

Arrange
accommodatio
n

Dura

tion

(Day
s)

7-14

15-25

0-7

3-5

14-21

Cumu
lative
Days

94-181

95-182

95-182

110-
207

113-
214

116-
221

116-
228

119-
233

133-
254

Notes

(~¥2,540) + Campus France
service (~3¥16,500)

Appointment availability
varies; some delays during
peak

Biometrics, document

submission, payment

Same day via VFS

~15 days average; 90%
processed within 15 days

Consulate may request
clarifications

If requested

Approval notification to
VES

Physical visa in passport
via courier

University housing
(CROUS) or private
housing



St

ag
e

St

ep
20

St

ep
21

St

ep
22

St

ep
23

Dura

Activi tion
v (Day
S)
Book flights 7-14
Arrange health
insurance
(French Social 7-14
Security)
Open French
bank account 3-7
(preparation)
Pre-arrival 714

preparation

Timeline Variations:

Cumu
lative
Days

140-
268

147-
282

150-
289

157-
303

Notes

4-6 weeks before program
start

Can register upon arrival;
enrollment starts

Done after arrival but can
gather required
documents now

French language
preparation,
accommodation
confirmation

Standard Processing: 15 days average (most common)

Exceptional Cases: Up to 45 days

Peak Season (April-July): May extend to 30-45 days due to volume
Off-Peak (October-March): Faster processing (~15 days)
Recommendation: Apply 3-4 weeks in advance; avoid peak season if possible

Special Considerations:

e Campus France interview is mandatory for Indians

e Dossier Vert (Green File) approval speeds up visa processing
e France's 90% within 15 days is among fastest in Europe

e Many programs have intake in September; some in February

Comparative Summary Table



Criterio
n

Total
Timelin
e

Universi
ty
Applicat
ion

Admissi
on
Decision

Visa/Per
mit
Processi

ng

Visa
Intervie
w
Require
d

Post-
Visa
Preparat
ion

Fastest
Overall

Most
Flexible
Timing

Peak
Season
Delays

USA

5-7
month

30-90
days

60-90
days

56-84
days

YES
(mand
atory)

14-21
days

YES

June-
Augus
t

UK

4-6
mont
hs

21-42
days

14-28
days

21-42
days

NO
(stand
ard)

7-14
days

YES

June-
Septe
mber

Can
ada

4-5
mon
ths

42
days

7-21
days

28
days

NO
(usu
ally)

7-14
days

YES

May-
Aug
ust

UAE

3-4
month

7-14
days

7-14
days

14-21
days

NO

14-21
days

4

NO
(strict)

August

Septe
mber

Ger
man

4-6
mont
hs

21-
42
days

28
days

60-
84
days

NO
(usu
ally)

14-
21
days

NO

May-
July

France

3-5
months

21-42 days

7-14 days

15-45 days

NO
(Campus
France
interview)

7-14 days

/v

YES

April-July



Key Recommendations

1. Earliest Application Timeline (Best Practices)

e USA: Apply by January for Fall admission (begins processing 6-7 months prior)

e UK: Apply by January (UCAS deadline); book visa appointment by May

e Canada: Apply immediately after acceptance letter (processes year-round)

e UAE: Apply 3-4 months before start date; complete attestations early

e Germany: Begin visa process 5-6 months before semester start

e France: Apply 3-4 weeks before visa appointment (Campus France interview first)

2. Fastest Routes

1. Fastest Overall: UAE (3-4 months) & France (3-5 months)
2.Moderate Speed: Canada (4-5 months) & UK (4-6 months)
3.Longer Timeline: USA (5-7 months) & Germany (4-6 months)

3. Critical Bottlenecks to Avoid

e USA: Visa interview appointment wait (8-13 weeks) —book early

e UK: Peak VFS appointments (June-August) —book 8-10 weeks ahead

e Canada: Ensure complete application (missing docs cause delays)

e UAE:Document attestation in India takes time — start 4 months prior

e Germany: Visa appointment booking (2-8 weeks wait) — register immediately
e France: Peak season (April-July) — apply outside this window if possible

4. Financial Preparation Timeline

e USA: Proof of funds for 1 year minimum tuition +living expenses

e UK: Proof of funds for tuition + £1,025/month living expenses

e Canada: GIC (Guaranteed Investment Certificate) or bank statements

e UAE: Bank statements showing ability to pay; often handled by university
¢ Germany: Blocked account with €10,332 (~38,65,000) OR parent sponsorship
e France: €1,000-1,500/month proof of funds OR sponsor letter

5. Document Preparation Strategy

e Start gathering documents 6 months before intended departure

e Get educational documents attested early (especially for UAE, Germany)
¢ Obtain police clearance certificate if required (3-4 weeks process)

e Complete health examination in advance if applicable

e Prepare English proficiency test scores (if needed) well in advance

6. Application Sequencing Strategy

1. Months 1-2: Apply to universities

2.Month 3: Receive admission decisions; select university

3. Month 4: Initiate visa process; complete all documentation

4. Month 5: Submit visa application; book interviews/appointments
5.Month 6: Attend visa interviews/appointments; await decisions
6. Month 7: Arrange accommodation, flights, insurance



Peak vs. Off-Peak Application Periods

Peak Seasons (Longer Processing Times)

USA: June-August (visa interview appointments heavily booked)
UK: June-September (highest student visa applications)

Canada: May-August (peak from India applications)

UAE: August-September (before semester start)

Germany: May-July (before September semester)

France: April-July (before September intake)

Recommendation: If possible, apply in off-peak seasons to reduce processing times by 1-3
weeks.

Off-Peak Seasons (Faster Processing)

USA: September-March (reduced wait times for appointments)
UK: October-March (2-4 week processing vs. 6-8 weeks in peak)
Canada: September-April (steady 3-4 week processing)

UAE: October-May (easier scheduling)

Germany: August-April (shorter appointment waits)

France: August-March (15-day processing standard)

Step-by-Step Master Timeline for Planning

For September Semester Start (Recommended Schedule)



Timeline
Month 1
(January)

Month 2
(February)

Month 3
(March)

Month 4
(April)

Month 5
(May)

Month 6
(June)

Month 7
(July)

Month 8
(August)

Month 9
(September)

Action

Research universities in all 6 countries; attend
education fairs; shortlist programs

Complete applications to selected universities

Await admission decisions; arrange finances

Receive acceptances; select university; request
CAS/admission letter

Complete visa application; book visa
appointments/interviews (especially UK, Germany)

Attend visa interviews/appointments; submit
biometrics; track application

Receive visa approvals; arrange accommodation;
book flights

Complete pre-departure requirements; arrange
travel insurance; final preparations

Depart for destination; arrive for orientation

For January Semester Start (Alternative Schedule)



Timeline Action

Month 1 (August) Research and shortlist universities

Month 2 Complete applications

(September) P PP

Month 3 (October) Await decisions (rolling admissions period)
Month 4 Select university; begin visa process
(November) Y; bes P

Month 5 (December) Complete visa applications; book

appointments
Month 6 (January) Attend interviews; submit documents
Month 7 (February) Receive visa decisions; arrange logistics
Month 8 (March) Complete final preparations
Month 9 (April) Arrive for orientation/semester start

Post-Visa Preparation Checklist

Upon Visa Approval (2-4 weeks before departure)

[ 1 Confirm accommodation with university or landlord

[ 1 Book flights and arrange transportation

[ ] Purchase travel insurance (medical + baggage)

[ ] Arrange health insurance (mandatory in Germany, France)
[ 1 Get required vaccinations/medical certificates

[1Inform bank of international travel dates

[ ] Set up international money transfer methods

[ ] Arrange airport pickup/transportation

[ 1 Pack and prepare documentation

[ 1 Complete university pre-arrival registration

[ ] Obtain local SIM card information or arrange phone plan
[ 1]Join university orientation groups (WhatsApp/Facebook)
[ 1 Arrange visa page color copies

[ 1 Schedule orientation meetings with advisors

Upon Arrival in Destination Country

[ ] Register with local authorities (if required)

[ 1 Enroll in local health insurance (if not done)
[1Open local bank account

[ ] Obtain local identification document

[ ] Register with country's foreign student services



e []Report to international student office at university

e [] Complete university enrollment and course registration

e []Submit accommodation proof to immigration (if required)
¢ []Join university clubs and orientation activities

e []Familiarize with campus and local area

Important Considerations & Disclaimers

1. Processing Times: All timelines are estimates based on 2025 data. Actual times may
vary significantly based on:
Application completeness
Security and background checks
Embassy/consulate workload
Seasonal variations
Policy changes
Individual circumstances
2. Document Requirements: Ensure all documents are:
o Original or certified copies
o Recently issued (within 6 months for financial documents)
o Properly translated (if not in English)
o Notarized where required
3.Financial Proof: Requirements vary by country and change annually. Confirm
exact amounts with:
o University international student office
o Official government immigration websites
o Authorized visa application centers
4. Health Requirements: Medical examination requirements depend on:
o Nationality
o Duration of stay
o Specific programs
o Current health protocols
5. Currency Fluctuations: All fee amounts and conversions are approximate. Check
current exchange rates.
6. Policy Updates: Immigration policies change frequently. Always verify with:
o Official government immigration websites
o University international student offices
o Authorized visa application centers

0O O 0 0 0 O

Useful Government Resources

e USA:travel.state.gov/visa

e UK: gov.uk/student-visa

e Canada: canada.ca/ircc

e UAE:gdrfad.gov.ae

e Germany: auswaertiges-amt.de (Foreign Office)
e France: france-visas.gouv.fr


http://travel.state.gov/visa
http://gov.uk/student-visa
http://canada.ca/ircc
http://gdrfad.gov.ae/
http://auswaertiges-amt.de/
http://france-visas.gouv.fr/

Contact Information for Major Indian Visa Application
Centers

e USA:US Embassy New Delhi, US Consulates (Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata)
e UK: VFS Global centers in India (nationwide)

e Canada: VFS Global centers in India (nationwide)

e UAE: General Directorate of Residency and Foreigners Affairs (GDRFA)

¢ Germany: VFS Global centers in India; German Consulates

e France: VFS Global centers in India (nationwide); Campus France centers

Final Notes

This timeline is a comprehensive guide based on current 2025 data for Indian students.
Individual applications may have unique circumstances that affect processing times.
Always prioritize:

1. Accuracy: Ensure all information is complete and accurate

2. Timeliness: Apply as early as possible within the allowed windows

3. Documentation: Prepare documents well in advance

4. Communication: Maintain regular contact with universities and visa authorities
5. Flexibility: Have backup plans for potential delays

Best Wishes for Your International Education Journey!



